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114. Tin-: Putter iN(.*I’i<oi>rci:i> iiv tiik Jkxtakositton ok Certain 

Colors ani.ok Black and White. \V. A. Holden. (Archives of 

Ophthalmology, 27, 1898, p. 1.) 

In a series of ingeniously devised experiments the author shows 
that “when two colors of nearly equal luminosity are juxtaposed, one 
color will seem to dart over the other color, and the margin between 
them will appear constantly to shift as the eyes or colors are moved. 
This buttering is due to the negative after-images of each color 
being projected upon the other color, and it is seen best when the 
two colors are nearly equal in luminosity, because an after-image 
of an object arises most readily when surrounding objects are of the 
same luminosity, and also because after-images are perceived most 
readily when projected on a ground of the same luminosity. An 
after-image of shot* duration gives rise to an appearance of flashing. 
An after-image of longer duration projected upon a background of 
nearly the same color intensifies that color, and gives rise to an ap¬ 
pearance of glowing. The after-images, appearing and fading away, 
and shifting with each movement, give rise to the appearance of flut¬ 
tering. 

Different colors on a dark ground appear to stand out in different 
degrees of relief, and this has been confounded by some authors 
with the phenomenon of fluttering. But apparent relief is entirely 
independent of hue. and depends solely upon relations of luminosity; 
it being greater the greater the difference in luminosity between ob¬ 
ject and background, while fluttering is most apparent when the 
difference in luminosity is least. 

Black on a purely white ground readily gives rise to white after¬ 
images, which cause cither flashing or glowing, according to their 
duration, and black objects on white thus appear to flutter as do 
juxtaposed colors of equal luminosity. Such after-images arising 
from the cumulative fatigue of the retina in reading successive lines 
of print give rise to much of the discomfort experienced in reading 
badly printed pages, and the printer’s aim should be to compose a 
page in which the disturbing effects of these after-images are re¬ 
duced to a minimum.” Jf.lliffe. 


PATHOLOGY. 

115. Whiterk Bhitrak.h z r r Pathoi.ok.ik: dhr Nervhnzhllh. III. 
I. r Hit HR GaNOLIKN/.KLL-VHKANDKRI'NK.HN ItHI kunstlichhr 
STKIGKRKNK. DHR EIK.HNWXrMH. H. Moxter. 2. t'EnKR VlCR- 
Andkrknk.kn iikr Nkrvknzhllhn im PIKHKR. Goldscheider 
an 1 E. Platan. 3. UnitKR die Vhrandkrpnc; iier mensch- 
i.ichen Nhrvhnzhllk helm Pikuhr. S. Goldscheider and K. 
Brasch. (Fortschritte dcr Mcdicin, 16, 1898, p. 121). 

A series of observations are made in these short contributions. 
The first scries was made upon rabbits; these were trephined, and, 
after recovery, were exposed to temperatures ranging from 39° to 41 0 
C.. with the following results: 

(1.) Changes in the anterior horn cells were found only after 
22/ hours’ exposure to a temperature of between 40.5 0 and 41.5° C. 

(2.) By exposure to an intermittent temperature of between 
38° and 41 0 C. for several days no cell changes were induced. 

(3.) After an exposure of 23 hours to temperatures between 
39.2° and 40.7 0 C. no changes were apparent. 

These observations confirm those previously made by Gold- 
scheider and Flatau in a previous number of the Fortschritte der 
Mcdicin. 
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The second contribution takes up the question front the human 
standpoint. The authors try to show the effect of fever upon the 
ganglion cells In six cases, in which the lever varied front 37° to 
39.9° C., the cords were studied by means of the Nissl methods. 
They found that numbers of the cells of the anterior horns were en¬ 
larged, and that they stained less teadily. There was marked chro¬ 
matolysis throughout. The granules of the protoplasmic process, s 
were absent also. The nucleus remained in the centre of the cell 
and showed no marked deviations from the normal. All levels of 
the cord were affected, the cells of the anterior and posterior horns 
as well as those of Clarke’s columns. Jellikfk. 

11 6. J.ksions IN' HkrudiTarv Chorua. Dr. Lannois (Medical Week, 

August 13th, 1897). 

At the French Congress of Alienists and Neurologists the author re¬ 
ported post-mortem examinations of two female patie 4 s suffering with 
hereditary chorea. In both there was pachymeningitis, recent ha-ma- 
toma, and very marked atrophy of the brain. Under the microscope 
the lesion appeared to consist very distinctly of an infiltration of small 
round cells made up almost exclusively of a large nucleus, found in 
small numbers in the area of polygonal cells, increased in the area of 
small pyramidal cells, and reaching its full development in the area 
of large pyramidal cells. These round cells were also met with in the 
subjacent white substance. They were mostly arranged in groups 
around the pyramidal cell, invading its lymphatic space, or around 
the vessels, and inside or around the peri-vascular sheath. The spinal 
cord appeared also to he slightly diseased in the descending columns, 
in the ccntro-lateral regions, and in the direct cerebellar tract. The 
author considers that the motor as well as the mental disturbances 
of such cases are fully accounted for by irritation of the neurons 
from the invasion of the nuclei into the pericellular sheaths 

Mn\ tint.1.. 

I 17. HKITRAC.K Zt’K LKIIKK. VOM WksK.N m:t< H liNTI N(‘.T< INSCHKN" 

CirOKUA (Contributions to the Study of Huntington’s Chorea). 

F. C. Facklant (Archiv. f. Psychiatric. 30, 1898, p. 137). 

The present dissertation is a careful and extensive contribution 
to our knowledge of Huntington’s Chorea, both from the clinical and 
pathological standpoints. 

The author gives a historical sketch of the two types of chorea, 
so-called, and the histories, in extenso, of eight cases of Huntington’s 
syndrome. 

From the pathological point of view the author is of the opinion 
that the disease is exehnive’v cor.lucd to the eorlex, and that the 
changes are of the chronic diffuse c tc'-phalilU tvpe though diffeitig 
from the "disseminated” type of Oppenbcitn. or the “diffuse encephal¬ 
itis" described by Kalischer. The author sums up wi'h a brief dis¬ 
cussion of the differential diagnosis, in which little new appears. He 
states—• 

i. That whereas Huntington’s chorea is a disease of adults. Syden¬ 
ham's chorea is found mainly in childhood. 

j. Huntington’s chorea almost invariably shows an hereditary hist- 
tory, whereas according to the gre: r number of the more recent 
investigators, chorea minor is to be looked at in the light of an in¬ 
fectious disease. 

3. Huntington's chorea is invariably a chronic affection and noti- 
curable. whereas chorea minor is acute and readily curable, the sub¬ 
acute or chronic cases usually recovering. 



